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‘TRUMSING the pages of “The 
Automobile Buyer’s Guide,” hot 
off the press, I find that 211,000 
owners out of the 1,500,000 can- 
vassed by the questionnaire sent 
out by General Motors voted as 
follows on what general char- 
acteristics they consider most im- 
portant in cars they are buying: 

1st, dependability; 2nd, operat- 
ing economy; 3rd, safety; 4th, 
appearance; 5th, comfort; 6th, 
ease of control; 7th, smoothness; 
8th, low list price; 9th, pickup; 
10th, speed. 


H. G. WEAVER, known 
throughout the industry as Buck 
Weaver, heads the staff that con- 
ducted this giant research. The 
result is a text book for owners 


its kind ever published in this 
country, something that has long 
been needed to answer questions 
asked by motorists. 

Weaver and his men sent out 
their million and a half question- 
naires to find out for the corpora- 
tion just what the buyers con- 
sider most desirable, for GM be- 
lieves cars nowadays should be 
built to owners’ specifications as 
well as engineering ideals. “In 
choosing a car whose advice 
would you seek?” is a question 
asked in the book and the an- 
swer is “The advise of other 
owners,” so the campaign was 
modeled along these lines. And 
it should be mentioned right here 
that the guide is singularly free 
from advertising propaganda. 
Only once, and that on the last 
page of the book, are the names 
of General Motors and its units 
mentioned, and that in a most 
modest manner. 


* * * 


SCANNING the guide, one finds 
the definition of “dependability” 
as “freedom from trouble” and 
freedom from trouble is declared 
to depend upon proper design, 
good workmanship, and careful 
assembly of the parts and units 
into a complete vehicle. 

“Operating economy,” in the 
minds of the balloteers, seems to 
have a couple of meanings. Sav- 
ings in gasoline and oil consump- 
tion are necessarily in mind when 
this term is used, but some of the 
voters say other things are to be 
considered. As one of them put 
it, “It is almost impossible to 
save enough in fuel and oil ex- 
pense to offset the ultimate ex- 
travagance of driving a car 
whose reputation will work at 
cross purposes to its future re- 
sale value.” In other words, the 
re-sale value is a mighty item. 


* * * 


NOSING THROUGH the bal- 
lots, one finds that an adjustable 
driver’s seat and also arm rests 
for the pilots are two things 
regarded as highly essential,-while 
among the “tremendous trifles” 
recorded are: larger gas tanks, 


(Continued on Page 2) 
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Output and Employment at 3-Year High 
1933 Sales Total 1,739,633 Units\Auto Plants’ 








Year Records Chicago Show Sales 33%, 
Over 1933, Attendance Up 
20%; Sales, $4,381,700 


Gain of 36% 
Above 1932 


Truck and Passenger Car 
Gains Are Nearly 
In Proportion 








Detroit, Feb. 6.—Total sales of 
new motor vehicles in the United 
States in 1933 were 1,739,633 units, 
R. L. Polk & Co. announced to- 
day in its weekly motor car 
sales report. 

The total compared with 1,- 
276,812 in 1932. The increase of 
462,851 units represented a gain 
over 1932 sales of 36.25 per cent. 

Total new passenger car sales 
in 1933 reached 1,493,794, a gain 
of 36.25 per cent over the 1,096,399 
new motor cars sold in 1932. 

Total new motor truck sales in 
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Orders for New 
LaFayette Step 
Up Production 





Kenosha, Feb. 6.— Orders for 
the new Nash-built LaFayette 
have stepped ahead of the pres- 
ent production schedule accord- 
ing to an announcement made by 
C. H. Bliss, vice-president and di- 
rector of sales. “The public’s en- 
thusiastic reception of the new 
LaFayette,” said Mr. Bliss, “has 
built up a backlog of orders which 
will necessitate an increase in our 
production schedule as rapidly as 
possible. The production depart- 
ment expects to get into the in- 
creased schedule before Feb. 10.” 


Flint Payrolls 
Reach Highest 
Point in 4 Years 


Flint, Feb. 6.—Flint automobile 
employment has touched the high- 
est point in four years, the total 
at the end of January being close 
to the 40,000 mark with expecta- 
tion it would be higher before the 
week was over. With 1,445 men 
and women hired since Jan. 17, 
when employment figures of 37,- 
000 were announced, Flint stands 
to benefit materially from the up- 
ward trend in the automotive in- 
dustry. 

Fisher Body No. 1 plant led 
others in new employes, having 
added 500 since Jan. 17, for a total 
of 5,000. The plant is working on 
two shifts. Buick, faced with the 
greatest demand in years, now has 
12,806 men working, an increase 
of 424 since Jan. 17. 

A. C. Spark Plug Co. added 594 
employes during January to bring 
its payroll to 4,975. Chevrolet 
Motor Co. added only 97 em- 


ployes, but payrolls are at 14,570) 


exclusive of office force, and have 
been for some time. 


By MEL 


ADAMS 


Chicago, Feb. 6.—Chicagoans said it with orders during 
show week to the tune of approximately $4,381,700 worth 


of new automobiles. 


Of that amount, $2,981,700 represents the retail value 
of cars reported ‘sold by exhibitors and $1, 400, 000 by 
Oo—_———- - - - 


Ford, a non-exhibitor at the Coli- 
seum. 


These and other facts were di- 
vulged today by Lafayette Mar- 
kle, president of the Chicago Au- 
tomobile Trade Assn., which con- 
tinued this year the plan inaugu- 
rated in 1933 of compiling daily 
reports on show sales based upon 
reports from dealers as relayed to 
their distributors, branches and 
district offices. The reports cov- 
ered retail orders taken at the 
Coliseum, special hotel showings 
and dealer and distributor stores. 

Specifically, the increase over 
last year amounted to 33 per cent 
in retail orders, with a total of 
3,976 units for exhibitors as 
against 2,981 during the 1933 show 
week. Taking $750 as the average | 





retail value of the cars sold in 
the Chicago area, the business 
done by exhibitors in dollars was 
$2,882,570. Added to this, Ford 
sales are estimated at around 
2,000 units valued at $1,400,000, 
bringing the grand total to $4,- 
381,700. 

No less sensational and epoch- 
making than the sales record was 
the story of show attendance. 
Manager Alfred Reeves, vice- 
president and general manager of 
the National Automobile Chamber 
of Commerce, released figures 
showing that the paid admissions 
Friday were 37 per cent higher 
than on the same day last year, 
while Saturday brought a 73 per 


(Continued on Page 4) 





Four-Year High 
Set in Payroll | 
Of Chevrolet Co.) 





Detroit, Feb. 6.—With a payroll 
almost equal to its all-time high, 
Chevrolet entered February well 
on the way toward capacity oper- 
ation, M. E. Coyle, general man- 
ager, announced here today. Pro- 
duction increased more than 50 
per cent during the last week of 
January—from 2,141 cars Jan. 24 
to 3,304 on Jan. 31—-and co-ordi- 
nation of activities in the 21 do- 
mestic plants was proceeding at 
a rate which indicated steady 
progress from this time on. 

Dealers throughout the country, | 
Mr. Coyle said, will soon be mak- 


(Continued on Page 4) 


State Vehicle Departments 


Protesting 


By WILLIAM ULLMAN 


Washington, Feb. 6.—With the 
voice of the State Motor Vehicle 
Department added to the chorus 
of opposition, hearings on the 
Rayburn Bill for the Federal 
regulation of motor trucks and 
buses have come to a conclusion 
before the House Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce Committee. | 
Three weeks were required for 
the hearings which came to an 
end with T. McCall Frazier, Vir- 
ginia motor vehicle chief, point- 
ing out to the committee the 
utter impossibility of state en- 
forcement of the provisions of | 
the drastic measure. | 





3rd Production 
Line is Running 


At Hudson Co. 


Detroit, Feb. 6.—Daily produc- 
tion at the plant of the Hudson 
Motor Car Co. here is using two 
full assembly lines with a third 
line being made ready to take 
care of the increased output. Or- 
ders for the new Terraplane and 
Hudson models are coming in at 
a faster rate than the production 
increase, necessitating the set-up 
of the third line. This is the first 
time in many months that a third 
line has been necessary to keep 
the plant up to schedule. 

The initial orders received from 


| dealers, which were deemed sat- 


(Continued on Page 4) 


Rayburn Bill 


To Frazier’s testimony of ob- 
jection at the final session was 
added that of Harold S. Shertz, 
general counsel for the Pennsyl- 
vania Motor Truck Assn., who 
previously had appeared before 
the committee on behalf of the 
American Trucking Assns., Inc., 
and W. S. Campfield, Virginia 
Horticultural Society. 

Attacking the bill as full of 
hopeless inconsistencies, Mr. 
Shertz told the committee it is 
impossible to define by law what 
is a common or contract carrier. 
In support of this point, he cited | 

(Continued on Page 4) 





-|Wheels Turn 
At Capacity 


Unfilled Orders, Dealer 
Demands, Need Day, 
Night Shifts 


By LOU FOLEY 


Detroit, Feb. 6.—Concurrent 
with a three-year high for Detroit 
employment as the index reaches 
83.2 points of the par 100 of 1923- 
’'25, automobile factories are op- 
erating at capacity in a day and 
night struggle to catch up with 
constantly growing backorder 
files. 

Total General Motors produc- 
tion for January was about 60,000 
units according to William 8. 
Knudsen, executive vice - presi- 
dent. He added that GM expects 
to go to 100,000 units in February 
and approximately 130,000 in 
March, and predicts that 1934’s 
total production for the industry 
will near 2,750,000 cars. 

Walter P. Chrysler revealed 
that orders on hand for Plym- 
outh, Dodge, DeSoto and Chrysler 
cars total more than four times 
the number on hand Jan. 31, 1933. 

Edsel B. Ford disclosed that 
production for January jumped to 
57,500 or 10,971 more than had 
been expected. With 90,000 men 
on the payroll, new Fords are be- 
ing turned out during February 
at the rate of 3,000 a day, he said. 

50 Per Cent Jump 

Chevrolet production showed a 
50 per cent increase during Jan- 
uary, according to M. E. Coyle, 
general manager. Daily produc- 
tion, he said, increased from 2,141 
units on Jan. 24 to 3,304 on Jan. 


(Continued on Page 4) 
Buick Reports 
279 Cars Sold 
At Chicago Show 


Flint, Feb. 6.—W. F. Hufstader, 
general sales manager of Buick 
Motor Co., reports the sales of 279 
Buicks at the Chicago Show this 





year. 
“This total,” says Mr. Hufsta- 
der, “compares with 123 cars sold 


by Buick at the Chicago Show of 
1933 and registers a gain of 156 
cars, or 127 per cent. It is also 
above the record at the New York 
Show, where Buick sold 260 cars. 

“As an indication of increased 
buying power at Chicago, we feel 
gratified by the showing made. 
Every sign points to the existence 
of a real demand for cars and we 
are more confident than ever that 
business is good again, and cer- 
tain to be even better. 

“Buick sales in 1934 to date 
show that a very good percentage 
of our newest owners are buying 
the Series 60 and the Series 90, 
our cars with longer wheelbases 
and higher prices. This is an ad- 
ditional reason for encourage- 
ment, since it demonstrates the 


| increase of the market so far as 


a certain proportion of the pub- 
lic is concerned.” 
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January Registrations 

Wyrtan the next few days the 

first registration returns for 
January will begin to filter in 
from R. L. Polk & Co. While 
none are available as yet it is 
iikely that the total for this 
month will bring a certain amount 
of disappointment to the casual 
reader. January, from a registra- 
tion standpoint, may cause many 
to feel that the much touted sales 
increase was a mirage, which is 
not the case. 

There is a considerable differ- 
ence between sales and registra- 
tions. In past years January has 
been a fairly good month due to 
the fact that many cars sold dur- 
ing December were not registered 
until January in order to permit 


the owner to oct the beuefit of a 
ult vear’s license. The January 
totals have been further swelled 
py the fuct that many of the new 
models in the past have been in- 
troduced in the ‘rly part of 


December and sometimes late in 
November. The sales of these 
new models between the an- 
nouncement date and Jan. 31 in- 
variably appeared in January 
registrations. 

This year the picture is greatly 
changed. Due to the heavy Fall 
sales and the difficulties experi- 
enced in getting new lines into 
production few new models made 
their appearance before Jan. 1, 
and the majority were announced 
at the New York show which 
opened Jan. 6. Many of the cars 
which were sold between that 
time and Jan. 31, had not been 
placed in owner’s hands before 
the end of the month and there- 
fore will not appear in the Janu- 
ary total. 

With the plants rapidly swing- 
ing into production and all de- 
partments straining to fill the 
heavy backlog of orders developed 
during January the registrations 
for February this year will more 
truly reflect the January sales 
improvement than will the figures 
for January. Heavy backlogs of 
orders from dealers were reported 
by most plants at the opening of 
January and many of these are 
still to be filled as we enter 
February. Practically all plants 
are now heading for capacity 
output in order to take up the 
slack. In some cases daily totals 
have reached new all time peaks. 

Just what month this year will 
mark the peak of registrations is 
problematical. The normal peak 
months in the past have been 
April and May. During the past 
two years, however, the peak has 
moved backward to June and 
July due largely to economic 
conditions which were largely in- 
fluenced in 1933 by the bank holi- 
day in March. A continued im- 
provement in general business 
this year would no doubt result in 
a delayed sales peak in 1934. In 
any event there should be no 
croaking over January registra- 
tions. The sales have been made 
but the problem during the past 
month has been to get the cars 
into the hands of owners. 


» Cs 
L, James, | 


George | 
Lin- 


Weed, Michigan | 


Show Drop 


Eastern Canada 


Ottawa, Feb. 6. Truck and 
commercial car sales in eastern 
Canada were about one-sixth of 
passenger car sales in 1933, with 
light trucks greatly in the ma- 


| jority. 


Chi- | 





Total sales of commercial ve- 
hicles in eastern Canada as com- 
piled by Might’s Directories, num- 
bered 4,951 as compared to 6,173 


|in the previous year and over 


40,000 in 1929 and 1930. Eastern 
Canada sales represent between 
80 and 85 per cent of the Can- 
adian total. 

Commercial car sales in east- 


|ern Canada are: 


1933 1932 





GROIN. i vcccccssccecsces GD 2,251 
BONE ce vcccccsccsevaesccne 1,361 1,686 
OES crcccnces 439 342 
International 424 448 
G. M. C. 398 402 
Diamond-T 109 87 
BD conccccscsnuccageccses 100 219 
Studebaker ..ccccsccccccce 69 131 
| PPR CCELET TUT TTT TTT 62 190 


License Tax Fee Lowered 


If New Va. Bill Passes 

Richmond, Feb. 6 (UTPS).—A 
saving of $1,793,000 a year to own- 
ers of automobiles in Virginia 
would result, it is estimated, from 
a bill reported favorably by the 
House committee on roads and 
internal navigation. Under this 
measure, the license tax fee is 
reduced from 70 cents to 40 cents 
a hundred pounds. 

The proposal is not that con- 
tained in the campaign platform 
of Gov. George C. Peery, but it 
is said to have been approved 
by him as a compromise plan 
which would be more equitable 


and more easily administered 
than his own. The bill carries 
an emergency clause and, if 


adopted, will become effective at 
the beginning of the new license 
year, April 1. The minimum li- 
cense tax would be $10. 

Under the governor’s plan, ad- 
vanced during the campaign, 
there would have been a gradu- 
ated tax according to the weights 
of automobiles. It was pointed 
out, however, that this would 
have been unfair to some owners 
and would have been difficult to 
administer properly. 





Sparks 


(Continued from Page 1) 


bigger tires, heavy duty storage 
batteries, accessible dash instru- 
ments, three-spoke steering 
wheels for better visibility of in- 
struments, a _ reduction in the 
number of keys that the motor- 
ists must carry, a car that’s easy 
to housekeep, lots of room around 
pedals for foot relaxation, built- 
in trunk, large roomy pockets 
and plenty of them, non-glare 
mirror, rattle-proof doors, dim- 
mer switch on the floor, etc. 


Most assuredly, the people have 
spoken. The guide is a most 
valuable contribution to automo- 
bile literature. 

* * * 


ARTHUR CAPPER, ranking 
Republican Senator, opened the 
Washington show with a speech 
largely devoted to statistics con- 
cerning the automobile industry, 
and it seems to me that his wind- 
up rates a place in the column in 
that the Senator expresses his 
views on the New Deal in motor- 
ing language. He said: 

“Frankly, there are a lot of 
things in this New Deal I do not 
understand. But there also are a 
lot of things under the hood of 
my automobile I do not under- 
stand. But if the automobile 
runs I am not going to worry, 
personally, about the critter’s in- 
nards or why those innards are 
the kind of innards that they are. 


“Tt do think I know what the 
New Deal is intended to do. It is 
intended to bring about a greater 
social efficiency, to correct this 
maldistribution of efficient pro- 
duction that has made our me- 
chanical or engineering efficiency 
a ghastly farce in these last few 
years. That, in a few words, is 
why I have been going along 
with the New Deal, in fact, have 
been trying in my own way to 
push it along a little.” 

- ™~ * 


OVER THE WEEK-END we in 
the industry have heard over the 
air two of the big manufacturers 
—Edsel Ford and W. H. Beal. 
Mr. Ford spoke into the mike 
when Ford’s gigantic program 
was inaugurated Sunday night, 
while the president of Auburn 





was quizzed by Duncan Moore in | 


| to prosperity.” 
* 





the National Broadcasting Co.'s 
“F.O.B., Detroit,” Saturday night. 

From Mr. Beal we listeners 
heard his report on show results. 
Said he: “In all my experience I 
have never seen the rank and file, 
from the highest officials in the 
factories to the dealers and sales- 
men in the smallest towns, so en- 
thusiastic, so energetic, so con- 
fident, so busy. In the exact ratio 
that the man power in other in- 
dustries approximates the en- 
thusiasm in the automobile in- 
dustry, so America will proceed 


* * 


AL REEVES—I don’t have to 
tell you he ran the two national 
shows—writes that in New York 
364 out-of-town newspaper men 
registered with Eddie Korbel, 
while at Chicago Dick Smith esti- 
mates that there were more than 
200. All of which goes to prove 
that the tide has turned, else we 
gentlemen of the press wouldn’t 
have been able to have made such 
an attendance record. 

7 * * 


JIM BRADEN has resigned as 
automobile editor of the Chicago 
Daily News and has been suc- 
ceeded by Guy Housley. Jim 
plans to take a month’s vacation 
and it is his aim to take up sport 
writing, preferably football. It 
should not be forgotten that the 
man who cast aspersions on the 
driving ability of this column 
conductor was an All-American 
Yale halfback in his time. He 
had been on the News for 10 
years and was one of the best 
known automobile editors in the 
country. 


Kettering Helps Make 
Standards of the Nation 
Washington, Feb. 6.—Charles F. 

Kettering, vice-president in 

charge of engineering of the Gen- 

eral Motors Corp., is a member 
of the Visiting Committee of the 

U. S. Bureau of Standards. Gano 

Dur.w is chairman of the commit- 

tee whieh includes, in addition to 

Mr. Meittering, br. Charles L. | 

Reese, Morris E. Leeds and Mr. } 

Karl T. Compton. In the an-| 

nal report covering activities of 

the Bureau, Daniel C. Roper, Sec- 
retary of Commerce says of the 
members of the committee that 

“their advice and counsel have 

been most helpful.” 


Federal Experts 


Seek Answers to 
Auto Problems 


Washington, Feb. 6.—Important 
investigations of an automotive 
nature were conducted during the 
past year by the U. S. Bureau 
of Standards. These investiga- 
tions are surveyed briefly in the 
heat and power section of the 
annual report of the Bureau, just 
issued in the complete report of 
the Secretary of Commerce for- 
warded to the President for 
transmission to Congress. 

According to the report of the 
work of the heat and power sec- 
tion, of which Dr. H. C. Dickin- 
son, past president of the SAE 
is chief, measurements were made 
of the radiant energy emitted 
from different regions in the com- 
bustion chamber of an engine, 
during normal explosions and 
when fuel knocks occurs. Ab- 
sorption in the ultraviolet, as a 
means of detecting preflame oxi- 
dation, is being studied. 


Blend Effects Studied 

In view of the current proposals 
for the blending of alcohol with 
motor gasoline, comparative road 
tests have been made by the heat 
and power section of the Bureau, 
using the same gasoline with and 
without the addition of absolute 
alcohol. The influence of water 
on the ability of alcohol and gas- 
oline to mix, with and without the 
use of blending agents, and the 
effects of added alcohol on the 
knock rating of gasolines have 
been determined, 

An investigation of vapor lock 
in 55 representative cars, operated 
under various conditions, shows 
that cars differ considerably in 
their capacity for handling vapor 
in the fuel system. The results 
indicate the permissible gasolin 
vapor pressures for ores dom from 
vapor lock in the 
cars on the road 


najority of 


In co-cperation with the auto 
motive and O.LrGs 1 imdust! 
properties of lubricants n 


sary for ‘ubricating gears under 
heavy load are being determined. 
The machine developed for test- 
ing the load-carrying capacity of 
lubricants has been found to give 
results in accord with service 
performance. 





LATEST CUMULATIVE NEW PASSENGER CAR 





CHRYSLER GROUP 





FORD GROUP 
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Lea Fabrics Inc. 
To Keep Work at 


Maximum Point 





Newark, Feb. 6.—Responding to 
the request of Newark’s Eight 
Point Plan committee for employ- 
ment assurance as a means to 
business recovery, Lea Fabrics, 
Inc., manufacturer of automobile 
carpets, has issued a statement 
to employes in which it is said, 
“We will maintain employment 
at the maximum point possible 
throughout the year.” Lea Fa- 
brics is headed by Gen. Hugh S. 
Johnson, National NRA Adminis- 
trator. 

The statement to employes is- 
sued by Ellery K. Files, vice- 
president and general manager, 
reads as follows: 

“Recognizing the importance of 
mental assurance as a means of 
promoting business improvement 
in Newark and elsewhere, Lea 
Fabrics, Inc., is in full sympathy 
with Newark’s Bight Point Plan 
for Business Recovery. 

“Lea Fabrics, Inc., as a manu- 
facturer of carpet for the auto- 
motive industry, is engaged in a 
seasonal business on colors and 
textures that are frequently 
changed on very short notice and 
the nature of which precludes the 
building up of finished inventories 
during the period of low demand. 

“While assurances of continu- 
ous work to a peak roster is 
impossible, we will maintain em- 
ployment at the maximum point 
possible throughout the year and 
distribute, as equally as the na- 
ture of the work will permit, all 
off-peak activities.” 


°02.927.849 Gals. of Gas 
ring $34.141,9-41 in Fla. 
‘allahassee, F'e! = The state 


fice eports that 
Piorida motorists wed 202,027,849 
gallons of gasoline in 1933, which 
yielded $14,141,941.64 in taxes, at 
the rate of seven cents a gallon. 
During 1932, figures from the 
comptroller’s office revealed, gaso- 
line sales were 209,206,393 gallons, 
and the taxes amounted _ to 
$14,644,447.67. 
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National Plate Glass Co. 


Reopens With New Heads 

Blairsville, Pa. Feb. 6.— The 
plant of the National Plate Glass 
Co. is being placed in condition 
for operation under new. owner- 
ship, after being closed for three 
years. The plant was last oper- 
ated by the General Motors Corp., 
from 1923 to 1930. 

It is expected the new company 
will operate under the old name, 
the Columbia Plate Glass Co. 
Business men of Blairsville 
worked for a year to secure 
capital to place the plant in 
operation. About 250 men will be 
employed. 





Dealers Near Final Plans 


For Memphis Auto Show 


Memphis, Feb. 6.—Dealers here 
are busy making final plans for 
the Tri-State Automobile Show at 
Ellis Auditorium, Feb. 19-24. The 
show is aided by the sponsorship 
of the morning paper here, the 
“Commercial-Appeal.” 

R. R. Price, of the Southern 
Motor Car Co., is show chairman. 
Mr. Price said indications were 
that it would be the most suc- 
cessful show ever held in Mem- 
phis. The radical improvements 
in models, the stimulated public 
interest, the opportunities for 
first hand inspection and season- 
able conditions predicated this 
view. 


160,012 Licenses Issued 


In Quebec in Past Year 


Quebec, Feb. 6.—A _ total of 
160,012 automobile licenses were 
issued in 1933 as compared with 
165,730 in 1932 and 177,458 in 1931, 
it was announced here by Lieut.- 
Col. J. L. Boulanger, Deputy 
Minister of the Department of 
Roads and Mines. During last 
year 265 motorists had their li- 
censes confiscated, 1,400 paid 
fines, 4,360 received writ 
vice and 119,253 verbal 
tions as to driving by 
officers of the department, 
said. 

This year trucks will be sub- 
ject to severe regulations while a 
drive will be made against de- 
crepit cars, drivers who pass on 
curves and hills, and speeders, 
Lieut.-Col. Boulanger declared. 
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New Studebaker 
Trucks Display 


Much Sex Appeal 





South Bend, Feb. 6.—Stude- 
baker trucks are out to secure 
a larger share of truck registra- 
tions in 1934, officials announced. 
All the 1934 models have been 
given striking streamlining and 
a new three-ton chassis has been 
added to the line — said to be 
much more powerful than any 
truck Studebaker has built before. 


A dark red has been adopted 
as standard truck color, Its rich- 
ness is suitable for the new lines 
of fenders, radiators, hood, wind- 
shield and drop-skirt cab. The 
radiator, hidden by an ornamental 
guard, slopes smartly to the black 
embossed V which gives a dis- 
tinctive appearance to the hood. 
Broad skirted fenders have 
sweeping lines in keeping with 
those of the radiator and the 
windshield. The windshield is di- 
vided and is slanted to a cab that 
is exceptionally handsome inside 
and outside. The hood is brought 
back to eliminate the conven- 
tional side panels of the cowl. 

W. H. Edwards, general man- 
ager of the truck division of 
Studebaker expressed the convic- 
tion that Studebaker is leading 
the industry to higher standard of 
appearance. “The stamina, power 
and performance of Studebaker 
trucks have long since won for 
them an enviable reputation as 
profit-makers.” he said. “With the 
style and beauty now built into 
them, these trucks will serve as 
traveling advertisements enhanc- 
ing the prestige of operators. The 
pride which the driver feels in 
a fine looking piece of equipment 
is certain to be reflected in lower 
maintenance costs.” 


Sauweh ee & ty ete $139,855.08 greater than in 
ovth oe Sa January, 1933, but were $47,876.25 
in January [s $611.51 * \helew Bescmsher collections, % 
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Rochester, N. Y., Called 


“Safest City” in Contest 


New York, Feb. 6.—Rochester, 
N. Y., today was announced to 
have won first prize of $5,000 and 
the distinction of being “safest 
city” among the municipalities 
entered for the Sinclair national 
safety award. The contest period 
extended from October, 1932, to 
September, 1933, inclusive. 

Evanston, Ill, and Oak Park, 
Ill. shared second honors and 
division of the $2,500 second 
award. Philadelphia was adjudged 
third place. 

The national safety award of 
$10,000 was offered by H. F. Sin- 
clair, chairman of the executive 
committee of the Consolidated 
Oil Corp., to stimulate public in- 
terest in safer driving and reduc- 
tion of motor vehicle _ traffic 
accidents. 


Increased Auto Volume 


Enlarges Tire Production 


Montreal, Feb. 6.—Improved de- 
mand for tires and other rubber 
products in January leads rubber 
manufacturers of Canada to an- 
ticipate increased business prob- 
ably also increased prices in 1934. 

Volume of new automobile pro- 
duction is the chief factor in the 
tire division although the replace- 
ment demand is_ considerable. 
With automobile manufacturers’ 
schedules calling for greatly in- 
creased output in 1934 over the 
previous year and a heavy re- 
placement demand having been 
built up during the last few years 
of depression, output of tires 
should be considerably ahead of 
1933. 


Arkansas Gas Tax Fees 


Total $519,705 in Jan. 


Little Rock, Feb. 6.—Gasoline 
tax collections during January 


line tax collections for feemaew 108 the state revenus department, 


totaled $611,514.65, as compared 
with $513,083.97 for the same 
month last year, according to 
official figures just made public 
here by Walter G. Query, chair- 
man of the South Carolina Tax 
Commission. 


lissued this wee! 

According to Earl R. Wiseman, 
gasoline 
tax collections for January totaled 
compared with 


revenue commissioner, 


$519,705.29, as 
$480,425.37 for the same month 


last year. 
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SAE Announces 
Feb. Calendar; 
Newton Elected 


New York, Feb. 6.—Leonard V. 
Newton, consulting engineer of 
the Deep Rock Oil Corp., has 
been appointed vice-president of 
the Society of Automotive En- 
gineers, it has been announced 
here, 


Mr. Newton is past chairman 
of the Chicago Section of SAB, 
and during 1933 served on the 
committees for Transportation 
and Maintenance, Meetings, 
Standards, and Engineering Dis- 
play. 

A calendar of meetings as an- 
nounced at the SAE headquarters 
is as follows: 

Baitimore—Feb, 12 

Engineers Club of Baltimore; dinner 6:30 
P. M. 

Motor Truck Development—by a representative 
of Brockway Motor Co., Inc, 
Buffalo—Feb. 7 

Hotel Statler; dinner 6:30 P. M, 

The New Kind of Ride—W. J. Davidson, Gen- 
eral Motors Corp. 
Canadian—Feb. 2! 

Royal York Hotel, Toronto; dinner 7:00 P. M, 
Tire Structure in Relation to Independently 
Suspended Front vise ls—Dr. A. W. Bull, Re- 
search Division, U. 8. Tire Co., 

Chicago—Feb, 6 

Crystal Room, 
P. M. 
Independent Front Wheel Springing and As- 
sociated Problems—Speakers; Maurice Olley, 
special problems engineer, Cadillac Motor Car 
Co., and Carl Kindl, chief engineer, Delco 
Products Corp, 

Cleveland—Feb, 12 

Cleveland Club; dinner 6:30 P. M. 
Aluminum Combustion Chambers—Frank Jar- 
dine, chief engineer castings div., Aluminum 
Company of America, 

Dayton—Feb. 14 

Engineers Club. 

New Developments in Aircraft Engines—F. L. 
Prescott, U. 8. Army Air Corps, Wright Field, 
New Developments in Aircraft Design—J. A. 





Inc, 


Hotel Sherman; dinner 6:30 


Roche—U. 8. Army Air Corps, Wright Field 
Equipment and Aids to Navigation—P. N. 
Sutton, U. 8. ‘ed Air Corps, Wright Field. 
Detroit—Feb, 2 

Hotel Bock-Cadiliee; dinner 6:30 P. M. 
Ladies’ Night. 
| tndiana—Feb, 6 
} The Athenaeum, indianapoi' jinner 6°50 
P.M 
| o, chief ew 


Review of the Shows—D. 9% 
gineer, Studebaker Corp. 
Kansas City—Feb. 9 

Steuben Club; dinner 6:30  M 
i Subjects: Automatic Transmissions, and Out- 
standing Features of 1934 Cars. 
Metropolitan—Feb. 15 

Hotel Roger Smith, New York City; dinner 
6:30 P. M. 
Symposium by engineers from truck and bus 
manufacturing companies on—Engineering De- 
sign Reduces Maintenance Costs. 
Milwaukee—Feb, 7 

Milwaukee City Club; dinner 6:30 P. M, 
S. A. E. Annual Meeting Papers—Herbert 
Chase. 
New Engiand—Feb, 13 

Walker Memorial, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Cambridge; dinner 6:30 P, M. 
Novel Features of the New Models—Prof, Dean 
A. Fales, Department of Engineering, M, I. T. 
Northern California—Feb, 13 
Inspection trip to Ford Plant at Richmond, 
Calif, 
Oregon—Feb. 16 

City of Portland Municipal Shops; 
6:30 P. M 
Joint meeting of S. A. E. and A. 8. M. EB. 


dinner 


Inspection trip through City of Portland Mun- 
nicipal Shops. 
Philadelphia—Feb. 14 

Inquirer Bldg.; dinner 6:30 P. M. 


“Naked Truth Meeting’’ — speakers, Walter 
Graf, Rdward G. Budd Mfg. Co.; J. W. Cot- 
trell, Joseph Geschelin and W. K. Toboldt, 
Chilton Co.; E. B. Neil, N. W. Ayer & Son; 


John A, C, Warner, 8. A. E., Chairman, 


Southern California—Feb. 9 

Richfield Bldg. Cafeteria, Los Angeles; din- 
ner 6:30 P. M, 
Joint meeting of Section with Automotive 
Boosters Club No. 20. 
The Latest Developments in Automobile Con- 
struction as Disclosed in 1934 Models—Ethel- 
bert Favary, consulting engineer. 
Automotive Boosters Club Co-operation in the 
Auto- 


Industry—-Glenn A. Shaver, president, 


motive Boosters Club No. 20, 


Washington—Feb. 17 

Sholl's, 1219 G St. 
C.; dinner 6:30 P. M 
Economies—Dr, H. C 
of Standards. 


N. W., Washington, D. 


Dickinson, U. 8S. Bureau 


atte Tax c ollections 
In N. C. Hit $4,810,688 


Raleigh, Feb. 6—A. J. Maxwell, 
commissioner of revenue, states 
that automobile license tax col- 
lections for January totaled $4,- 
810,688.42, as compared with $3,- 
878,458.34 for the same month 
last year, an increase of 
$932,230.08. 

Consumption of gasoline con- 
tinues to increase, the increase in 
the tax in January being $203,- 
834.64 over that of January, 1933, 
and the increase for the past 
seven months being $812,214.37 
over that of the same period 
in 1933. 
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Four-Year High 
Set in Payroll 
Of Chevrolet Co. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
ing immediate delivery of any 
model desired. 

Payrolls on Jan. 31 totalled 53,- 
203 persons, as compared with 
33,727 at the corresponding period 
last year. The payroll increase 
for the week was nearly 2,400 per- 
sons. These figures include only 
the workers on Chevrolet’s own 
payroll. Inclusion of Fisher Body 
workers producing bodies for the 
new Chevrolet would practically 
double that total. 

“Our own direct payroll,” said 
Mr. Coyle, “breaks all Chevrolet 
records since the spring of 1929, 
and is the largest we have ever 
had at this time of year. As a 
matter of fact, it is within 3,000 
of our greatest payroll of all 
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State Vehicle 
Heads Protest 
Rayburn Bill 


(Continued from Page 1) 
the wide variations in state laws 
attempting to make such a 
definition. 

The Rayburn Bill, the witness 
declared, proposes to shoulder 
onto the states the responsibility 
for enforcing regulatory provis- 
ions despite the fact that these 
agencies have demonstrated their 
inadequacy to regulate intrastate 
—much less_ interstate — truck 
traffic. Joint boards for the regu- 
lation of this transport medium, 
proposed in the regulation, are a 
direct violation of the constitu- 
tions of many states in that they 
ask state officers to serve simul- 
taneously in Federal positions. 

The witness declared that he 
hesitated to conjecture the cost 



















Last Minute Wall Street Wires 


From CONRAD ALEXANDER 
Wall Street Correspondent, Automotive Daily News 





New York, Feb. 6, 3:10 P.M.—Motor shares gave a little 
ground today on the New York Stock Exchange, sur- 
rendering the spotlight for the time being to other groups 
of stocks. Losses among the automobile shares were 
limited chiefly to fractions and pressure was not heavy at 
any place in the list. 





Output and Employment 
Set Three-Year Record 


(Continued from Page 1) 
31. January production was about | produced at the rate of 20 a day 








on a five-day week. Lincoln’s 








of regulation under the Rayburn 
Bill, pointing out that the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission dur- 
ing the current fiscal year re- 
quired an appropriation of more 
than $7,000,000 to regulate 724 
railroads. Federal policing of 
more than 100,000 truck opera- 
tors, he said, would require a 
force more elaborate and ex- 
pensive than that eliminated by 
repeal of the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment. 

“We have gotten rid of the en- 
forcement officers who could not 
enforce that law,” the witness 
declared. “Why experiment with 
a new law, equally as unenforce- 
able? There is no public neces- 
sity for such expenditure of pub- 
lic funds.” 

Vigorous protest was made by 
the witness to the fact that the 
straight-jacketing provisions of 
the proposed bill would entirely 
eliminate emergency shipments 
by truck, one of the most vital of 
the economic services performed 
by highway transport mediums. 

Flatly disclaiming any willing- 
ness on the part of the State of 
Virginia to set up the expensive 
border patrol force which the bill 


time.” 

Mr. Coyle also emphasized the 
‘fact that the company is taking 
back its old employes, and will 
have no need for new personnel 
at any of its plants. 


°33 Sales Total 
1.739.633 Cars; 
36% Above 1932 


(Continued from Page 1) 


1933 amounted to 245,869 units, a 
gain of 36.22 per cent over the 
180.413 new motor trucks sold 
in 1932. 

All figures are based upon of- 
ficial registrations reported in the 
48 states and the District of 
Columbia, as compiled by the 
Polk organization. The final com- 
pilations showed that the propor- 
tionate gains in new motor cars 
and new motor trucks were al- 
most exactly equal. 

New passenger automobile sales 
in December totaled 58,624, a gain 
of 28.32 per cent over the 45,683 

















0. ficial Named 


Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 6.—New of- 





units sold in December, 1932, but Frazier told the 
a drop of 37.75 per cent below —_ oo saneead 
ber, 1933. is la 1 the states enforce 
New motor truck sales in De- 2. ee - our neighboring 
cember amounted to 15,580, a gain states have a ton-mile tax: we 
units sold in December, 1932, and 
yet we would be required to ad- 
a aenaee of — re — just our laws to fit those of other 
the 18, URNS SOG IB IOV states through which our trucks 
: | howl will be raised by every in- 
3rd Production terest opposed to motor vehicles 
7: . unless the state enforces this 
e 
oe 
Line 18 Running R. A. Cook, traffic department 
of the American Newspaper Pub- 
At Hudson Co.| lishers’ Assn., voiced the opposi- 
SPO Th earner ae est newspapers to the bill, point- 
: (Continued st Page 1) ___|ing out that the contract motor 
isfactory to company officials at ‘carrier was an_ indispensable 
in many cases been increased 300 |4ion. Indicative of the railroad 
per cent. . . 7 point of view behind the bill, he 
This step-up in buying interest | cited the fact that the steam car- 
confined to any particular section | certain provisions of the I. C. C. 
of the country. The same heart-| Act to permit their operations 
ening reports have come from | more flexibility to meet competi- 
near the Atlantic; from Southern | time, for rigorous control of com- 
dealers and dealers in the Middle | petitive mediums which would 
West. Apparently there is not a/ drive them out of business. 
United States. 
Within the next few weeks the 
company will begin a_ series A 
Is Going Fast 
throughout the country to ac- : 
quaint the Terraplane and Hud- , 
son dealers with the company’s At Minneapolis 
plan. This work will be conduc- Minneapolis, Feb. 6. — Sale of 
ted by the company’s recently es- | ©? 5 2 
tablished field service develop- | Northwest Automobile Show is 
progressing rapidly, according to 
baugh is manager. The plan in-| H. H. Cory, show manager. 
cludes the development of the 5 : oe 
merchandising phases of the dis- | Minneapolis municipal auditorium 
from March 10 to 17 in connection 
with the Home Beautiful exposi- 
Last year’s attendance drew 
more than 55,000 persons, the best 
ficers of the Lincoln Machine &| attended single event of the year. 
at the annual meeting are Edw. | the Minneapolis Automobile Deal- 
Pinney, president; Walter Beck-| ers’ Assn., sponsor of the show, 
man, vice-president; H. L. Britt, | predicted the attendance and in- 


the 94,180 units sold in Novem-| “‘wrhere is no way to enforce 
of 63.62 per cent over the 9,522) a, not care to enact such a law, 
ber, 1933. | pass in interstate commerce. A 
law.” 
| tion of 500 of the country’s larg- 
the time they were received, have | medium for newspaper distribu- 
and need of additional cars is not |riers were seeking relaxation of 
West Coast dealers and dealers| tion while asking, at the same 
dull spot anywhere in the entire - cnisieenieeentanay 
e oa 
Exhibit Space 
of regional and local meetings 
new field service development 
exhibition space for the annual 
ment plan, of which T. H. Stam- 
The show will be held at the 
tributor’s service business. 
tion and Flower Show. 
Automotive Service Assn. elected | George K. Belden, president of 
secretary, and Wallace Boyes, | terest this year would be doubled. 





50,000 and the back log of unfilled 
orders is in excess of 100,000. 

At Plymouth, cars are being 
turned out at the rate of 1,500 a 
day as compared to 550 daily a 
year ago. This rate will be in- 
creased to catch up with a bank 
of close to 50,000 orders on hand 
from dealers, it was said. 

Chrysler Airflow production for 
February will be three times that 
of February, 1933, and will ex- 
ceed 10,000 units in March, J. W. 
Frazer, general sales manager, re- 
vealed. A bank of 10,074 orders, 
the largest number since Septem- 
ber, 1928, is on hand at Chrysler, 
Mr. Frazer said. 

Buick, according to Harlow H. 
Curtice, president, is producing at 
the rate of 500 cars a day during 
February. The quota for the 
present month is 10,000 cars, an 
increase over January, which was 
9,700 units. Buick now has a fac- 
tory payroll of 13,500 men, Mr. 
Curtice said. 

Terraplanes 

Hudsons and Terraplanes are 
coming off the line at the rate of 
400 a day. This figure will be 
steadily pushed up, officials said, 
to care for the orders now on 
hand which are in excess of 12,- 
000. More than 11,000 men are 
now employed as compared to 
4,600 this time last year. 

The Oldsmobile plant is work- 
ing at capacity producing 275 cars 
a day to care for the 12,000 orders 
on hand. On Feb. 1 a production 
all-time high was set when 325 
units were produced. Additions 
are being made to the manufac- 
turing facilities, it was said, to 
enable this figure to be stepped 
up. 

Paul G. Hoffman, president of 
the Studebaker Sales Corp. of 
America, reports that Stude- 
baker’s tentative February sched- 
ule calls for 5,000 units and that 
these will be turned out at the 
rate of 400 a day. 

The new Nash-built LaFayette 
is being produced at the rate of 
100 cars a day and this rate will 
be stepped up to meet the brisk 
demand for cars, according to 
Carl H. Bronson, advertising di- 
rector. 

Austin officials revealed that 
they are building 1,000 cars a 
month, half of which is commer- 
cial and half passenger car 
models. 

H. J. Klingler, president of the 
Pontiac Motors Corp., declared 
that February production will 
double that of January and that 
March will be 50 per cent ahead 
of February. 

Higher Price Field 

In the higher price field the 
same optimism is apparent. John 
C. Chick, general sales manager 
of Cadillac, stated that January 
production was twice that of Jan- 
uary, 1933. He added that Feb- 
ruary will be three times as good 
as February a year ago and that 
in March Cadillac will turn out 
10 times the number of units pro- 
duced in the same month a year 
ago. Sales, he said, are six to one 
better than this time in 1933. 

Roy H. Faulkner, vice-presi- 
dent, disclosed that Pierce-Ar- 
row’s February schedule calls for 
350 cars and that these are being 
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daily production for the present 
month is 20 units, officials said. 

According to E. G. Poxson, gen- 
eral sales manager, Reo total 
shipments in January showed a 
33 per cent gain over the same 
month a year ago. Truck ship- 
ments were double those of 1933, 
he said. This is the fifth consec- 
utive month Reo shipments have 
been higher than the preceding 
month. 

Employment High 

The three-year employment 
high for Detroit was announced 
by Oliver Baker, statistician for 
the Board of Commerce. The in- 
dex figures, he said, do not in- 


clude the 47,000 CWA workers in’ 


Wayne County. In view of this 
it is thought that actual employ- 
ment conditions have neared the 
all-time peak of March, 1929, 
when the index soared to 137.8. 

“There are a number of reasons 
for the climb,” Baker - said. 
“Plants have been catching up on 
production which was delayed by 
the recent tool and diemaker’s 
strike. They have been stocking 
dealers and meeting back de- 
mands. There is a tremendous 
new demand for cars which is 
swelling the pile of unfilled 
orders.” 

Employment in General Motors 
factories is giving work to about 
158,000 persons as compared to 
125,000 a year ago, according to 
Mr. Knudsen. The Chevrolet 
payroll on Jan. 31 showed 53,203 
employed as against 33,727 a year 
ago. Mr. Coyle stated that 2,400 
persons were added to Chevrolet 
roll in one week and that these 
figures apply only to the Chev- 
rolet factory. Inclusion of the 
men working on Fisher Bodies 
for Chevrolet would approx- 
imately double the total, he said. 
This employment figure breaks all 
Chevrolet records since the spring 
of 1929 and is the largest force 
the company has ever had at this 
time of the year. It comes, he 
said, within 3,000 of the greatest 
Chevrolet payroll of all time. 


Nash Ships First 
Group of New 
LaFayette Cars 


Racine, Feb. 6.—The first ship- 
ment of LaFayette cars to deal- 
ers was made this week from the 
Nash-LaFayette plant at Racine. 
Actual production of the new 
Nash entry in the low price field 
began ten days ago enabling the 
factory to start shipments at the 
rate of 100 cars per day. Prepar- 
ations are being made as rapidly 
as possible to step up this rate of 
production to care for the brisk 
demand following the announce- 
ment of the car at the New York 
automobile show. 


Nine hundred men have already 
been added to the Racine plant 
payroll to take care of the pres- 
ent schedule of production. An- 
other 900 men have been added to 
the Nash-Seaman body plant in 
Milwaukee, where bodies for the 
LaFayette are being built. 





Show Sales 33% 
Over Last Year; 
Attendance Up 





(Continued from Page 1) 
cent gain over the 1933 closing 
day. 

“For the first time in Chicago 
show history, Friday was the 
peak day of the week,” said Mr. 
Reeves. “In the past Thursday 
had always held that distinction, 
but this year Friday surpassed 
the Thursday paid attendance by 
about 8 per cent. Then Saturday 
brought the biggest closing day 
gate since 1927. 

“The total for the eight days’ 
run of the show was 21 per cent 
ahead of last year and the high- 
est since 1930, despite the two 
days of sub-zero weather early in 
the week. Considering the state 
of the mercury, the turnout on 
those two days was both remark- 
able and surprising, for it proved 
that the public is deeply inter- 
ested in the new cars and the 
type of show that was put on. 

“I want to say that the show 
brought out in bold relief the in- 
terest in the new cars throughout 
the middle west and the import- 
ance of this middle western mar- 
ket. The public placed its stamp 
of approval on the action type of 
show, and as a result, I believe 
there is no doubt that the action 
show is a fixture for the future. 
The show committee and the ex- 
hibitors have joined in praise of 
it, for it combined interest, at- 
tention - getting and educational 
value. 

“The Chicago show more than 
lived up to expectations that it 
would be a barometer for the 
middle west. This applies to the 
reaction of both dealers and mo- 
torists, who were enthusiastic in 
the extreme and helped notably 
to make the outlook throughout 
the remainder of the year a 
bright one.” 


70% Sales Gain 
Steps Graham 
Production Up 


Detroit, Feb. 6.—With the larg- 
est single day’s orders in the past 
four years on hand for Feb. 5, 
and production stepped up to 
meet a 70 per cent increase in 
orders during January, 1934, over 
those of the same month of 1933, 
the Graham-Paige Motors Corp. 
is embarked on one of its most 
ambitious programs in the his- 
tory of the organization, J. B. 
Graham, president, said today. 

The record number of orders, 
said Mr. Graham, poured into the 
factory on Monday, climaxing a 
steady increase which began 
shortly after the new Graham 
cars for 1934 were introduced. 

“On Feb. 1, our orders on hand 
were 70 per cent greater than 
those of the same date in 1933,” 
he said. “In the first few days of 
February, the orders continued to 
climb, being climaxed with the 
record number received Monday. 
From these orders, and from re- 
ports of our dealer organization 
throughout the country concern- 
ing the public response to the 
new Graham, it seems plain to us 
that we are going to have our 
biggest year since 1929.” 

The increase in orders for the 
new Graham, and the stepping up 
of production for February, has 
brought a corresponding rise in 
employment at the Graham plant. 
Employment on Feb. 1, 1934, was 
72 per cent higher than employ- 
ment on the same date in 1933. 








Plug Men Meet 


Little Rock, Feb. 6—A promo- 
tion meeting for wholesalers rep- 
resenting the AC Spark Plug Co 
in the Little Rock trade area was 
held at the Hotel Marion here a 
few days ago. R. E. Merrell, 
representative of the Chicago of- 
fice, was in charge. The meeting 
was the first of about 20 which 
will be held in the central part 
of the country within the next 
ten days. 


